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       Playmates  Early Learning Centre  
5 Oakmont Avenue  

Oxley, QLD 4075  
playmatesoxley@gcaweb.com.au  

07 3879 2799  

PLAYMATES EARLY LEARNING CENTRE  
 
 

From the Office  
 

Disabled Car Parking  
Parents, please make sure you are not parking in the disabled car park unless 
you have a disabled sticker on your car. There have been a couple of times 
recently where a family has required a disabled car park but they have been 
occupied by families without a disabled sticker.  
 
Lost Property  
Please check the lost property collection in the foyer. We will be donating lost 
property to the local charity shop if they are not claimed by the end of August.  
 
Siblings  
Please make sure that siblings who come to the centre at drop off and pick up 
times remain with you at all times. Please do not leave children in the foyers 
while you go into the rooms or playground.  
 
Accreditation  
A validator will be visiting the centre from the National Childcare Accreditation 
Council on Monday 9th August 2010 and Tuesday 10th August 2010. If you 
have any questions please see Julie or Gemma. 

 

 
Staffing  
We regret to advise that Miss Trinh has resigned from her position as Toddler 
One Assistant. Miss Trinh’s overseas teaching qualification has been 
recognised in Australia and Miss Trinh is keen to gain experience within 
schools. Miss Trinh will be available for relief work on a Monday and Tuesday 
as required. We wish Miss Trinh all the best with her teaching career. 
 
We would like to welcome new staff members to our team. Miss Zaria has 
accepted the position as Toddler One Assistant. Miss Sarah, Miss Pramila, Miss 
Reecha and Miss Vasundara joined our team as relief staff to cover staff 
sickness and annual leave. Please feel free to introduce yourselves to our new 
staff. �-   
 
Thank you,  
 
Julie Bartlett and Gemma Carrigan 
(Centre Managers) 
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Centre Availability  
 
 
 
We have days available in most of the rooms throughout  the centre.  Please 
see Julie or Gemma in the office if you would like to pick up an extra day for 
your child. 
 

Room/ Days  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  

Nursery  
     

Toddler One  
*  *  *  *   

Toddler Two  
*  *    *  

Toddler 
Three  *  *   *   

Pre -Kindy  
*  *  *  *  *  

Kinderg arten 
Centre One  *  *   *  *  

Kindergarten 
Centre Two  *   *  *  *  

 

*  Indicates availability on that day  
Please Note: These vacancies may change daily. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Philosophy, Broad Goals and Policy 
Reviews  

 
F&N1.1 Food Safety Poli cy 

 
F&N1.2 Meals, Snacks and Water Policy  

 
F&N1.3 Nutrition and Cultural Preference Policy  

 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events  
 Friday August 6 th  2010 – Jeans for Genes Day  

 Accredi tation Visit –9 th  & 10 th  August 2010  
 16 th  – 20 th  August -  National Science Week  

 Friday August 27 th  Daffodil Day – Dress in Yellow!  
 Tuesday 31 st  August –Parent Committee Meeting  starts at 5 :45p mm  

 Friday 3 rd  September – Father ’s Day Sausage Sizzle  
 Friday 1 7 th  September – ‘Talk Like a Pirate Day’ – Dress as a pirate  

 Tuesday 21 st  September – Crazy Hair Day – come to Playmates with a funky hair do!  
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Staff Annual Leave  
 

Miss Jeanette: 2-6 August 2010 
Miss Colleen 2nd August 2010 

Miss Colleen 9-13 August 2010 
Miss Carol-Anne 5th & 6th August 2010 

Miss Paola 4th August 2010 
Miss Kim 16-20 August 2010 

Miss Catherine 6-10 September 2010 
  

Staff Training  
Two of our parents from Kindergarten Two were kind enough to come in after 
hours to deliver a workshop to the staff on health and hygiene. Chris and 
Cheryl also spoke about the use of an Epi-Pen for Anaphylaxis, the appropriate 
way to wash and dry hands, how to manage asthma, the common colds & flu 
as well as other relevant areas relating to health and hygiene in child care. We 
thank Chris and Cheryl for giving up their time after work to deliver this 
workshop it was greatly appreciated and the staff found it very informative.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Current Immunisation Schedule  
The National Immunisation Program (NIP) Schedule (0 - 4 Years) 

Valid from 1 July 2007 
Age Disease immunised against  

Birth  Hepatitis B 

2 months  Diphtheria 
Tetanus 
Pertussis 
Polio 
Hib 
Hepatitis B 
Pneumococcal (refer to note 1) 
Rotavirus (refer to note 5) 

4 months  Diphtheria 
Tetanus 
Pertussis 
Polio 
Hib 
Hepatitis B 
Pneumococcal (refer to note 1) 
Rotavirus (refer to note 5) 

6 months  Diphtheria 
Tetanus 
Pertussis 
Polio 
Hib (refer to note 2) 
Hepatitis B (or at 12 months) 
Pneumococcal (refer to note 1) 
Rotavirus (refer to note 6) 

Last updated: 19 March, 2010  

 

12 months  Measles 
Mumps 
Rubella 
Hib 
Hepatitis B (or at 6 months) 
Meningococcal C (refer to note 3) 

18 months  Varicella (refer to note 4) 

4 years  Diphtheria 
Tetanus 
Pertussis 
Polio 
Measles 
Mumps 
Rubella 

Note:  

1. Pneumococcal vaccine is funded under the NIP for children 
born from 1 January 2005.  

2. Four doses of Hib vaccine are due at 2, 4, 6 and 12 months 
of age when 'PRP-T Hib' containing vaccine is used.  

3. Meningococcal C vaccine is funded under the NIP for 
children born from 1 January 2002.  
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Nursery  News  
“Round and round the garden, like a teddy bear, one step, two step, tickle 

under there!” This has been one of our favourite songs to sing this month! We 
are slowly learning the actions to it too. This month we see Megan and 

Georgina graduate to Toddler One and we say a sad farewell to our little 
friend Phoebe!  

We welcomed our newest friends Finn, Gabriel, Alexandria, Charlotte and Jett 
to the room!  

We wished Oscar, Amelia, Finn, Sachi and Ethan M a very happy first birthday! 
We have been able to explore the big outside playground on the warmer days. 

This lets us develop our gross motor skills and a sense of curiosity and 
exploration! The babies are really starting to enjoy art now, and our walls and 

nets are getting very full with wonderful artwork!  
As the children are becoming increasingly interested in art and craft, we ask if 
you have any materials/age appropriate items that could be used for collage 
that you do not need, if they could kindly be donated that would be much 

appreciated! 
Books have been another interest area this month too. The children are very 

enthusiastic at looking at the pictures, pointing to them and we all “chat” 
about the pictures in the books.  

Just a reminder to please label all of your child’s belongings and to send a hat 
for these beautiful sunny days! 

Next month we will be working on our basic first words such as our own 
names, “Ta”, “Hello”,  “Bye” etc. We will also be continuing our interest area in 

art and craft.  
Thank you all for a fun filled month!  Miss Nikki, Miss Awanika and Miss 

Jeanette 
 

Toddler One News  
First of all we would like to give a big welcome to our new friends Megan, 
Georgina, Thomas & Medina. We have also said farewell to Olivia, Sam & 

Daon who graduated to Toddler Two. We will remember to say hello to them 
at the fence in the playground!  

We are looking forward to seeing Miss Roshindhri return from her holidays in 
August. We hope she had a great holiday!   

We would also like to welcome Miss Zaria to the Toddler One room. Miss Zaria 
will be working alongside Miss Roshindhri.  

We have been practicing and improving our social skills in the room: using our 
gentle hands, taking turns, saying “thank you”, “hello” and “bye”. We have 
also been practicing our own names, friend’s names and teacher’s names. 

We recently took part in lots of art and craft experiences related to the ocean 
for our “ocean life” show. The children had a grea t time experimenting with 

different collage and painting materials.  
We also had a wonderful time celebrating Movie & Pyjama Day.... we enjoyed 
popcorn and yummy fairy floss. It was warm and toasty spending the day in 

our pyjamas! What a busy month we have had. 
 
 

A note from Miss Trinh: 
 

I would like to say thank you to the Toddler One parents for all of their 
support. I will be doing relief work at Playmates and will see you all soon.  
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Toddler  Two News  
What a busy few weeks of learning we have shared in toddler 2. We farewell 
our graduating friends Melodie, Jesse, Joshua and Jackson who have moved 
up to the big Toddler 3 room!  We welcome Olivia, Daon and Sam who have 

just graduated to our Toddler 2 room; we can’t wait to get to know you!  
Over the past few weeks the Toddler 2 children have been up to lots of 

different and inventive experiences.  
We still love our art and painting experiences, which we do daily; this is a 

great way for the children to gain further control of their fine motor skills as 
well as giving them the opportunity to experiment with hand preference.  

Painting also gives us the opportunity to experience different textures, collage 
materials and different ways of painting.  

We have also begun to talk about colours as some of the children are showing 
an increased awareness and interest in the colours they use. 

When we are not busy painting the toddlers love stories and books in all 
shapes and sizes, this has been a big point of interest lately and we are 

incorporating stories, songs and lots of fun transitions into the day. If you 
would like to bring along a favourite story or CD we would love to incorporate 
it into our day!  We love “5 cheeky monkeys”, “Alice the Camel” and “jelly on a 

plate”. We have also been really enjoying group action songs like “dingle 
dangle scarecrow” and “ring a ring a rosy”.  

We have also changed the room around this month as well and the children 
seem to love the end result. It’s a nice change as it helps re -invigorate the 
children as well as making the room a more fun and engaging place to be. 

Parents if you have any questions or feedback about your child’s time in our 
room please don’t hesitate in asking myself (Miss Kim) or Miss Colleen. 

Just a few last minute reminders for parents.  
�9 Please make sure everything you send with your child to Playmates is 

clearly labelled. 
�9 Please make sure that you remember to bring a hat everyday as well 

as a water bottle.  
�9 Parents please also remember to separate your child’s lunch into 
morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea as thi s helps us tremendously at 

meal times. 

Until next time, Miss Kim & Miss Colleen 
 

Toddler Three News  
We would like to welcome our new friends Holly, Nate, Haylee, and Sana into 

our room. 
Our focus has been on many wonderful areas of development and it has been 
a great time exploring our ABC and numbers in the form of foam puzzles and 

blocks, we are continuing this through the year to enhance our skills.  
We have also enjoyed many theme experiences: Red Nose Day, Under 8’s 
Week Messy Play and NAIDOC Week. We had so much fun with NAIDOC 

week, we made didgeridoos, bark painting, leaf collages, and we also read 
beautiful dreamtime stories and explored the indigenous culture. We utilized 
our didgeridoos, headdresses and lovely traditional music to have a fun time 

dancing together! We also learnt about painting techniques and how to 
incorporate nature into our art experiences. 

We have also focused on healthy eating and we have looked at both healthy 
and unhealthy foods and distinguishing the difference, we also made lovely 

collages to visualize this. 
With the weather being chilly we have been utilizing our gross motor skills and 
have been interacting in many games and running experiences enhancing our 
leg muscles and encouraging active learning. We have been enjoying the ever 
changing plank courses and are progressing well with balancing and direction!! 
Our future focus is on hand-eye coordination with shovels and various digging 

materials as well as our gripping skills with a large variety of art utensils to 
broaden our knowledge. 

We have begun looking at out body part s knowledge and will be continuing to 
further this through a range of musical experiences, books and charts.  
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Problem solving is our focus too with foam puzzles and memory games which 
also continues our team work and strengthens our friendships. 

As our class room is reaching full capacity, we ask that you send your child’s 
milk in a cup daily rather than a whole milk bottle as room is needed for lunch 
boxes.  We also ask that you take your child’s sheets home at the end of your 

child’s week to be washed. 
We hope you are all enjoying the new child folios as well as the program and 

we are thoroughly enjoying all the feedback you are providing.  
Thank you. Miss Kerri, Miss Paola, Toddler Three 

 
Pre -Kindy News  

Hello families! The Pre-Kindy children have shown much interest in other 
cultures over the last few weeks. We had an action packed NAIDOC week and 
participated in lots of exciting activities. We made and decorated our very own 
didgeridoos and boomerangs, used cotton buds to create dot paintings, used 
our hands to make stencil paintings using spray bottles and enjoyed having 

our hands and faces painted with special Aboriginal colours. We even made a 
special shelter and discussed how the Aboriginal people survive in the bush. It 
was a great learning experience. We also have shown interest in saying “hello” 
in various languages. Our favourite greeting to say is “konnichiwa”. These are 
fun ways to learn about other cultures. We discussed dental care last week by 

role-playing with our GIANT teeth and toothbrush. This led to a discussion 
regarding foods that are good and not -so-good for our teeth. We used our 
plastic food to represent these and have been very interested in learning 

about different fruits and vegetabl es ... where do they come from? Do they 
grow on trees? We have incorporated these plastic foods into a variety of play 

based experiences over the last couple of weeks. We are showing great 
listening skills at story times of late. We enjoy asking lots of qu estions about 
the stories we read. We have really been interested in Dinosaur stories and 

attempting to say different dinosaur names.  
Until next time, Miss Janna and Miss Carol-Anne 

 
Kindergarten Centre Two  

It’s been another exciting month in the Kindergar ten Centre Two room and 
there is so much to share with you. 

NAIDOC week was a great time learning about Indigenous culture and 
traditions.  The children were able to draw on prior knowledge, extend their 

learning by reading books and looking at pictures, and use their imagination to 
display their understandings of Indigenous culture. The children brought all of 
this knowledge together to hold a ‘Corroboree’ involving musical instruments, 

dancing, singing, dressing up, and even had a pretend fire.  
Making new things from recycled items has been an area of great interest.  
We’ve created paper bag and stick puppets, box construction robots and 

sharks, and paper mache planets.  It just proves that with a little imagination, 
trash can really become treasure!  Please feel free to bring in any recyclable 

materials that we could add to our construction zone.  
Our ‘preparing for school’ focus this month has been on our names.  We have 
been attempting to write our name independently, visually recognize our name 
and select it from a choice of names, and say our complete name (first, middle 

and surname).  Practicing these skills at home will definitely help to further 
develop your child’s skills.  If you would like copy cards or flashcards of your 

child’s name for home, please ask Miss Catherine. 
We are currently mapping the countries that the children in Kindergarten 2 

represent using photos on a world map.  If we haven’t enquired with you yet 
about family heritage, please let us know so we can add your child’s photo to 

the map.  It’s amazing to see how multicultural our room is.  
Please continue to express any queries or suggestions concerning preparation 
for school and refer to your child’s portfolio for additional information about 

how your child is progressing. 
Until next time, 

Miss Catherine and Miss Rebecca 
Kindergarten Centre One  
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Firstly we would like to welcome Emily, Angela, Layla, Sean, Jacob, Catherine, 
Charlotte, Seini, Leonard and Chloe to our room!  

 
The children have been very involved in the preparations for our end of year 
show, “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”. We have been busy learning the words 
to the story. We have extended our interest in the story by playing a memory 
matching game based around the story, exploring different fruits, vegetables, 
healthy and not so healthy foods. The children have really taken to this story 
and are doing a fabulous job of learning their lines. Miss Jodie and I are very 

impressed.  
 

We have had several of our parents offer to help us sew costumes for the 
performance. Thank you so much for kindly offering to donate your time and 
skills, we will be focusing on costumes over the next few weeks. It’s not too 
late to volunteer to help out, so if you would like to come in and help us with 

costumes or even help the children to learn the ir lines it would be greatly 
appreciated.  

 
The children have been able to tell the story themselves through using the felt 

board set, this has been very popular. The felt story set has enabled the 
children to express themselves verbally, recall the story and select the 
different objects from the book in the sequence they remember them.   

 
Show and Tell has been a regular occurrence in the Kindergarten Room with 

most children bringing in something to share throughout the week. We 
encourage you to ask your child if they would like to bring something along for 
show and tell but please try to discourage toys and instead choose shells from 
the beach, something you brought back from your holidays or a special family 
photo. There are often arguments over toys and children become upset if they 

are lost. We know that sometimes it can be hard to leave toys at home so if 
your child brings a toy along to Playmates please let the staff know in the 

morning so that it can be put away until you arrive in the afternoon.  
 

The children have shown an interest in writing their names over the past 
month which we have fully embraced. We have printed the alphabet, names 

and numbers for the children to trace. We have also recently made name 
cards for the children and are encouraging them to find their name at Group 
Time as a transition. Name recognition is coming along very well, well done 
Kindergarten! If you would like a copy of your child’s name in tracing font to 
take home and practice please let us know and we will arrange this f or you. 

 
The children have also shown an interest in flags from around the world; this 

started with the world cup and continued with a few of our children going 
overseas on holiday. We then celebrated NAIDOC week which created lots of 
interest in the Aboriginal flag. We looked at the flags of the world  and learned 
the names of the country they represent. We have also learned a few simple  

phrases in French and Italian over the last month which is very exciting. 
 

Please take the time to look through your chil d’s developmental portfolio on a 
regular basis. The portfolios are full of observations, photos and work samples 

which your child would love to share with you!  
 

Miss Gemma & Miss Jodie   
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



August 2010  

 8

RESOURCES 
 

Please take time to look around the Centre foyer as we have a large range of resources 
available for you to look at.  

- Ezidebit forms 
- Family Resource Library 

- Fact sheets 
- Brochures 

- Copies of the current newsletter 
- Centre Events 
- Holiday Forms 
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