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Taking the lead at
childcare centre

ALICIA Fitzpatrick is living
proof of how for & Central
Gheensland Institule of TAFE
childcare course can take you,
aa-she s now adirectorof a
childcare contre in Moackay

Mz Fltzpairick recently
graduated with an Advanced
Diploma of Children's Services
and iz already considering
plrsuing Murther sucy st wn-
iveraie

Alicia sald hor paz=ion for
child care and children was
first lgrited [n high sshool

“I had done work experiemncs
i a childeare centre in Year 10
and 1 decided from then on
that child carewas the way (o
w0, sh =ald,

“l'completid Years 11 and 12
and immedntely enrolled n
th dipdoana il TAFE.

“I wrasn't pesally Inberestod in
teachimg, but | sl wanted 1o
work with chifdien.

T enjoyed doing thecourss
andd by the-age of 20 [ was a
fully guuelified group lender

“The eachers wers gread
and 1T mode strong friendships
with thie other studens

She sald that during her
stvdies, she campleted four
waork placenents ot fowr dife
rennl centres aod avon piekood
up some rellel work

In 2007 Alletn was Rird (o
w7l up a childcare céntre from
seratch and even wroote the
policles nnd procedures for the
ceptpe andd punchased all the
regulred equlpmant.

*Tt was - lob of hatd wWor,
bescaise [ had opnly started my
s el o l||:||:|_|rr|:i gl Ll same
i snd just Had 8 baby ear
e that year,” she sxid

"Womder Kids came alome in

Alkcln Fitzpatrick is
now o dlrector of &
Mackay childcare

centrg, alter

Soptomber 2008 and pogulined
the cenlre.

My team and | wepoe hired
Lmsmesd L]y 1o continus man-
ring tho centee

“We are munaged by Guar
dian Childcare-Allianoe, basad
in Brisbane, and they sern
prodid when § and iy stall
graduated.”

Despiin boing very Dy with
FUnnree lrl;l' l.'il.;:ljli B canre
and Bt oW !"J1||.!!!|.'. Allels srill
haz more plans

"My TAFE teachers have
{old me the only way s up - 80
university here | come —ut 1
will probably haveca break
frome stodving end may e siart

e this yeqr or l?'.iﬂ:-.' e
venr,~ shisald,

I dolso b my eye ona
TAFE teaching positbon ama
oy

=I hiogs: 1 can help othats in
achirving what | have accim
plished nnd shos them bow!
much [un ehild care can be

“Chi1d cane moeans deyolop-
Erg sl edfering & warn and
carkng v ircnmant whépe
children can learn whils' pdsy:
e

“Tt's Hot ao easy Jok, bt it (s
VLY rewarding

For mone Inioermial ban O L
st ibnte’s childcare courses
prhaEme L3 2T ER




